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Uncover Moroccan traditions, spice filled souks, rugged landscapes and sunscorched desert plains, as you wind through a 
mystical land in the shadows of North Africa’s tallest mountain range - the mighty High Atlas.

    This document aims to give you all the information that you require 
for a smooth and comfortable trip to Morocco. Please take the time 
to read this dossier to familiarise yourself with all the aspects of our 
tour. It includes important information such as flight details, visa 
requirements and travel insurance.  

Your included meal guide:  
B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner

DAY 1: UK to Marrakech D 
Depart London on your scheduled flight to Marrakech. Upon arrival, you 
will be met by your representatives and transferred to tonight’s hotel in 
time for a welcome dinner this evening.

DAY 2: Marrakech B/L/D 
Indulge your senses as you begin your Moroccan adventure in the ‘Red 
City’ city of Marrakech; renowned for its bustling medinas, aromatic 
souks and elaborate Arab architecture. Embark on a comprehensive 
tour, commencing at Marrakech’s largest mosque and minaret - the 12th 
century Koutoubia Tower. A dazzling spectacle of Hispano-Moorish art, 
marvel at the varying geometric arch motifs which spectacularly embellish 
its 77-metre minaret, before continuing to Bahia Palace. Next, weave 
through a labyrinth of bustling alleyways, teeming with the colourful stalls, 
charismatic hawkers and powerful aromas which epitomize Marrakech’s 
souks and explore the Berber apothecary, offering a display of magic 
potions, spices and refreshing mint tea. Finally, witness a kaleidoscopic 
vision at the colourful dyers souk, before watching as the worldfamous 
Djema El Fnaa Square transforms from a daymarket into an immense 
show of dancers, musicians and snake charmers this evening.

DAY 3: Marrakech to Tinghir via Tiz N’Tichka B/L/D 
Following breakfast, embark on a scenic journey towards the High Atlas, 
North Africa’s highest mountain range. Along the plains of Ouarzazate, 
Skoura and Tinghir; traverse rugged scenery along a route fringed by 
immense palm groves, before reaching the province of Al Haouz where 
the small rivers that trickle through its arid terrain remain the sole source 
of irrigation to the area. Pause to absorb incredible panoramas of the 
Touama streams and verdant vegetable terraces from Toufliht Park, 
before journeying onwards towards the breath-taking Tizi N’Tichka path, 
‘the gateway of the Sahara’; ascend a rocky trail and be rewarded with 
incredible views that stretch beyond the horizon of sun-scorched pre-
Sahara areas that lay motionless at the foothills of the Atlas Mountains. 
After lunch, reach the magical town of Kelaa Mgouna, positioned amidst 
the Valley of Roses which bursts with dusky-pink hues, and peruse the 
local beauty products, skilfully produced from these delicate flowers.

DAY 4: Tinghir to Merzouga via Todra Gorges B/L/D 
Set out for Merzouga this morning, leaving the panoramic sights of 
Tinghir Valley behind you. Marvel at a carpet of dense green palm groves 
in Todra and follow a winding crystal-clear stream which spectacularly 

cuts through the awe-inspiring Todra Gorges. On arrival into the 
fortified villages of Tinekdad and Erfoud, take advantage of time at 
leisure and browse through a collection of local market stalls, which 
sell an extensive array of delicately produced artefacts using ancient 
fossils, for which Erfoud is synonymous with, and savour some regional 
recipes during a break for lunch, before journeying through Tafilalt, the 
largest Saharan oasis in Morocco. Later this afternoon, your arrival into 
Merzouga is announced as a camel ride transports you across sandy 
desert landscapes towards your evening accommodation. As the blazing 
sun begins to set over this idyllic location, settle into your comfortable 
desert camp whilst listening to the rhythmic beats of an entrancing drum 
performance this evening.

DAY 5: Merzouga to Ouarzazate B/L/D 
Rise early to catch the first glimpse of sunlight emerge over the vast 
Saharan landscape, before discovering the elaborately adorned gate of the 
Mausoleum of Moulay Ali Cherif, whose embellishment of green ceramics 
truly characterise traditional Moroccan architecture. A network of rural 
market stalls in Rissani’s nearby souk provides the perfect opportunity to 
witness hawkers fervently sell a varied selection of local produce, before 
travelling onwards across the unforgettable lunar plains, mountain peaks 
and canyons of Saghro Djebel. Having arrived into the small villages of 
Tazzarine and N’Kob, enjoy a flavourful lunch and trace along a mere 
section of the Draa River, leading into Tanssikht this afternoon, the final 
stop of the ancient Saharan caravans which journeyed south. Conclude 
today’s exploration in ‘the door of the desert’ - Ouarzazate.

DAY 6: Ouarzazate B/L/D 
Mirroring the image of a remarkable life-sized sandcastle, begin your day 
with a visit to the official residence of the Pacha of Marrakech - Taourirt 
Kasbah, a stunning citadel encompassing over 300 rooms made entirely of 
earth and straw, all connected by a warren of corridors. Next, continue to 
the Kasbah Ait Benhaddou, a fortified village and UNESCO World Heritage 
Site situated along the former caravan route between the Sahara and 
Marrakech, in which traders transported gold, ivory and salt. Spend an 
afternoon at leisure to discover a breath-taking area used as a backdrop 
for many a Hollywood blockbuster.

DAY 7: Ouarzazate to Ouirgane B/L/D 
Travel to the southern verge of the Atlas Mountains today, an area rich 
in vegetation, abounding verdant plains and gushing streams; amidst 
the spacious fields cultivating regional vegetables, adobe houses dot a 
landscape of supreme beauty. Enduring the test of time, be transported 
to a bygone era as you discover the modest lifestyle of indigenous Berbers 
who maintain the self-sufficient existence that they have led since the 
middle ages. This afternoon, begin the return journey along the Tiz N 
Tichka pass, stopping in Taddert village for a light refreshment along 
the way. Snake past abrupt valleys and majestic mountain peaks before 
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Visas
A visa is not required for your trip to Morocco. Further advice should be 
sought from the applicable tourist authority for other nationalities and for 
general queries. We strongly advise you check your destinations’ Tourist 
Board or Embassy for the most up-to-date guidelines regarding passport 
validity. 

Insurance
We strongly recommend that you and all members of your party are 
suitably insured as soon as you book your holiday. It is a condition of 
booking that you must have suitable travel insurance. It is important that 
you purchase travel insurance that suitably covers your participation 
in whatever activities you may undertake at the time that you make 
your booking. To assist you with this, we have arranged travel insurance 
in partnership with Holiday Extras. To arrange your travel insurance 
with Holiday Extras, please call 0800 781 4237 and quote ‘WK830’ for 
preferential rates. Please ensure you provide us with the name of your 
insurer, policy number and their 24 hour emergency contact number as 
soon as possible. Mercury Holidays will not be liable for any costs incurred 
by you due to your failure to take out suitable travel insurance from the 
date of booking. 

Health and Vaccinations
It is your responsibility to check any health and vaccination requirements 
applicable to your booked arrangements. We can only provide general 
information about this. Health and hygiene facilities and disease risks 
vary from country to country. You should take health advice about your 
own needs as early as possible and in good time before your departure. 
Sources of information include; www.fco.gov.uk, www.travelhealthpro.
org.uk, www.hpa.org.uk, your General Practitioner or a specialist clinic. 

Tour Guides 
This is a fully escorted tour meaning that you will be accompanied by  

a local guide for the duration of your trip, ensuring that you have  
first-hand knowledge at all times. 
 
Private Tour 
If you have booked a private tour then you will be accompanied by a 
Driver Guide or a Driver and Local Guides. These will be available to you 
during all scheduled sightseeing. Private Tours can depart on any day of 
the week depending on flight and train schedules and the opening days of 
the attractions. They will follow the itinerary as described in the brochure 
unless you have been advised otherwise and you will still have all of the 
same meals, sightseeing and local excursions included. 
 
Tipping
It is at your customary to tip both your driver and guide. We would 
recommend to tip approximately £6 per person per day. This is a total 
of £48 per person to budget for tips on your trip. Tips will be collected 
at the end of your tour. Should you wish to include tipping for porterage 
and service at the restaurants we recommend for you to budget an 
additional £5 per person, which, for your convenience, can be collected 
by your guide at the beginning of your tour.  
Tips are accepted in the local currency.  

Physical Accessibility
This tour is accessible to most people with a good level of fitness and 
normal mobility. It involves climbing of steep stairs and getting on and 
off coaches. This tour is not suitable for anyone with walking difficulties. 
All our tours feature a “Tour Pace” to help find the right holiday for you. 
To travel on any of our tours requires unaided mobility and the ability 
to stroll around the sights, climb stairs and get on and off coaches 
and boats. Our tour paces are marked with dots out of 3, with the 
differences being as follows: 
1 Dot the tour is Easy-Going 
2 Dots the tour is Intermediate 

For any further enquiries or for more information call us on 0843 224 0723

Accommodation 
Your accommodation is selected for convenience, location, comfort 
or character, and can range from hotels to tented camps. Hotel 
accommodation is generally rated as local three to four-star standard, but 
please note there is no international classification system for hotels, and 
differences in facilities and quality do exist between the UK and Morocco. 
All group tour hotels have private bathroom facilities and air-conditioning, 
where needed. If you are staying in a lodge or tented camp during your tour, 
plumbing and electricity supplies can vary and, in some cases, infrequent, 
with electricity only being accessible during certain times of the day. 
Rest assured that all accommodation used by Mercury Holidays is regularly 
inspected by our staff and partners to ensure that standards meet your 
needs.  
 
Please note: the hotels listed are provided for guidance only 
and final confirmation of your accommodation will be sent in a 
document, along with your final flight information, approximately 10 
days before you travel.
 
Meals 
Breakfast is always western style and served in the hotel each morning. 
Lunch and Dinner will be taken in local restaurants or at the hotel. A variety 
of restaurants are visited giving you the chance to experience a range of 
dishes and flavours. 

ACCOMMODATION DETAILS & MAP

Sahara Tours International  
154, Imm Agoumi, 
Bv Abdelkrim Khattabi, Gueliz  
Marrakech, Morocco

Emergency contact information
Please find below the emergency contact details for Sahara Tours  
International :  
Mobile: 00212 661 38 08 82 
Office: 00212 / 524344351 / 528 840421 / 528 840611    
                                 

ON YOUR ARRIVAL
On your arrival in Marrakech you will be met by a representative from our local agent, Sahara Tours International, holding a sign displaying: “Mercury 
Holidays”. They will greet you at the exit of the Airport Terminal. The Mercury Holidays/Sahara Tours International representative will then show you to 
your transfer vehicle. Your guide will be on hand 24 hours a day should you have any queries. However, if you need to contact your representative during 
your stay the details are: 

WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR TOUR

descending onto the three famous valleys Zat, Ourika and Ghighaya, 
speckled with local farmers tending to their herds of sheep. Head towards 
the village of Ouirgane later this afternoon for your overnight stay.

DAY 8: Ouirgane B/L/D 
This morning, explore the tranquil town of Ouirgane as you embark on a 
walking tour through the flourishing fields of corn and flowers. Follow the 
river’s undulating course, lined by flourishing red juniper, before gazing in 
awe at the magnificent panoramas of Jbel Toubkal, which at 4,167m is the 
tallest in the mountain range, located in Toubkal National Park. Witness 

the higher elevations of the massif, whose snow-capped peaks offer an 
entirely disparate scene to the sun-scorched vistas of the Sahara, before 
being welcomed into the home of a hospitable local family who will treat 
you to a refreshing cup of authentic mint tea. After lunch, return to your 
hotel in Ouirgane and enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

DAY 9: Ouirgane to the UK B 
After breakfast, transfer to Marrakech airport for you return flight to the 
UK.

Your Tour Dossier



Weather can vary quite considerably throughout the year, so please familiarise yourself with the climate charts below.
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• Sunglasses, Sunscreen and hat in summer
• Comfortable walking shoes 
• Camera and charger
• A plug adaptor - the electricity in Morocco is 220 V. You will need a 2  
 round pin plug adapter 
• Binoculars
 

 • Personal first aid kit containing travel pills, rehydration powder, plasters,  
  stomach settlers, antiseptic creams, aspirin etc
 • Small day pack for excursions
 • Waterproof, lightweight jacket
 • Lightweight clothing
 • Sweater and jacket 

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Your initial flight is to Marrakesh Airport with British Airways, departing from London Gatwick South Terminal. 

Baggage Allowance
Baggage allowance (per person): Each passenger is entitled to 23kg of hold 
luggage plus 1 item of hand luggage not exceeding 56cm x 35cm x 22cm in 
size one personal item (such as a handbag or laptop case) not exceeding 
43cm x 22cm x 25cm. Weight restrictions will be finalised on your E-ticket 
receipt. Should you wish to take additional luggage you will need to pay 
extra at check-in. Check-in should be at least 3 hours before departure. 

Airport Extras
If you wish to arrange Airport car parking or accommodation at 
preferential rates, we recommend you book this in advance with Holiday 
Extras on 0871 360 2000, quoting HX313. 

WHAT TO PACK

WEATHER AND CLIMATE

For any further enquiries or for more information call us on 0843 224 0723

IMPORTANT: Please note that final flight details will be confirmed on your e-ticket and final documentation which will 
be sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

3 Dots the tour is Advanced  
Moroccan Explorer: From Mountains to Desert is rated as 3 Dots 
meaning that the tour pace is Advanced. A higher level of fitness as 
required as you may be on your feet for most of the day though this will 
be interspersed with regular breaks and vary from day to day. You will be 
walking around the sights, getting on and off coaches and climbing steps 
which may be irregular. There may be some time spend at high altitude. 
You will stay in variety of accommodation, and these standards may not 
match those you are used to at home. Our guides will always endeavor 
to provide the highest level of service and assistance; however, they 
cannot be expected to cater for customers who are unfit to complete 
the itinerary.  

Group Size
The minimum number of travellers in your group will be 10, and the 
maximum will be 35. If in the unlikely event there are less than 10 people 
booked on your tour date, we will endeavour to reduce any disruption to 
your holiday and try to operate your tour with lower passenger numbers. 
If we are not able to operate your departure date, then you may be 
asked to change to a different date and a full refund will be made 
available to you should this alternative not be suitable. 

Currency Exchange
The currency in Morocco is the Moroccan Dirham (DH), we recommend 
that you exchange your currency on your arrival into Morocco. Cash 
machines will also be available throughout the tour in order to withdraw 
money in your local currency. Please note that American Express Credit 
Cards and Scottish pounds are not accepted in Morocco. 

Personal Expenses
You will need to take money with you to cover any personal purchases 
such as souvenirs, laundry, any meals not included in the itinerary as 
well as drinks and any additional snacks. Approximately £200 - £250 per 
person will be sufficient for the duration of the tour. It is a good idea to try 
and maintain a supply of small notes and change in the local currency for 
tipping or small purchases. 
 

Credit Card Information
As normal practice you will be asked for your credit card details on 
check-in at the hotel in order to cover any extras incurred during your 
stay. If you do not have a credit card, you may be asked for a cash 
deposit. American Express, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa are widely 
accepted in hotels.  

Itinerary Changes
The order of events and sightseeing may vary according to local conditions 
or for operational purposes. The schedules of the domestic airlines 
in country are subject to frequent changes. For this reason, we have 
indicated approximate times only. Your local guide will inform you of any 
schedule changes as they are informed of them. Some road construction 
&/or weather conditions may lengthen the driving times. Our intention is 
to adhere to the day-to-day itinerary as printed; however, order of events 
and sightseeing may vary according to local conditions. 

Ramadan
Ramadan is estimated to begin on the 13th of April 2021 to 16th May 2021 
and 2nd April 2022 to 1st May 2022. Ramadan is the most important 
month in the Muslim Calendar, and it is a time for people to be with their 
loved ones, self-reflect and renew their faith. During this time Muslims 
fast from dawn until dusk and abstain from eating, drinking, smoking 
and chewing gum. If you are a tourist visiting Morocco, you will not be 
expected to fast. Hotels will offer meals and non-alcoholic & alcoholic 
drinks at many of their restaurants and bars. If you wish to consume 
alcohol during your trip, you may do so in your hotel room during the day, 
and some bars will be open as normal after sunset. Your guide during 
your tour will be on hand to give you any additional information that you 
require.  When packing for your trip, it’s important you include a couple of 
different outfit options, so you’re prepared for all the activities you wish 
to take part in. When you’re relaxing by the hotel pool or sunbathing on 
the resort beach it’s fine to wear swim wear and beach clothes. We would 
recommend that women cover their shoulders and knees and men should 
wear knee length shorts or trousers when out in public areas. 

Average temperature: Marrakech Average temperature: Ouarzazate
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TRIP OVERVIEW
A country of contrasts with year-round sunshine and golden beaches, it is no wonder that Agadir, situated on the southern 
part of the Atlantic coastline, is Morocco’s number one tourist resort. Put your feet up and unwind amongst these expansive 
shores, enjoying a wealth of entertainment.

ITINERARY & DETAILS
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Agadir Beach Stay Extension 

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Please note: Final hotel and flight details will be confirmed on your e-ticket and final documentation which will be sent to you approximately 10 days before departure.

If you have not yet booked this fabulous extension, there is still time to do so. Please contact 0843 224 0723

This document aims to give you all the information which you will 
require during your extension to Agadir.

Hotel Information
Agadir (4 nights on Half Board)
Your stay in Agadir will take place at;
 
5H The View Agadir Magically Royal Ocean - This 5-star resort enjoys 
an elegant beachfront setting in the heart of Agadir and has direct access 
to the resorts seafront promenade. Guests can benefit from a wealth of 
facilities including the stunning pool. All rooms are fully air-conditioned with 
a balcony or terrace.
Hotel address: : Boulevard 20 Aout, Bp20012, Agadir, Morocco 
Contact number: 00212 5288-48304 

Any alternative hotels or board basis, plus duration will have been 
confirmed at booking. Please speak to our reservations department if you 
are unsure.

Final confirmation of your hotel will be sent in a document 
approximately two weeks before you travel.
Tour guides
Your stay in Agadir is not escorted by a tour guide. Your time here will be 
free to do as you wish. Details of your departure transfer to your beach 
stay will be confirmed by your guide at the end of your tour.

Personal Expenses
You will need to take money with you to cover any personal purchases such 
as souvenirs, laundry and any additional meals, snacks or drinks you may 
wish to have.

Please note
This extension stay in Morocco will take place at the end of your main 
tour.

Weather can vary quite considerably throughout the year, so please famil-
iarise yourself with the climate charts below.

WEATHER AND CLIMATE

5H The View Agadir Magically Royal Ocean

Average temperature: Agadir
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Weather can vary quite considerably throughout the year, so please  
familiarise yourself with the climate charts below.

WEATHER AND CLIMATE

5H Atlas Essaouira & Spa

Average temperature: Essaouira

TRIP OVERVIEW
A port city located on the beautiful Morroccan Atlantic coast, experience the charm and traditional culture of Essaouria, as you 
spend 3 nights exploring the spice scented avenues and palm fringed medina. 

ITINERARY & DETAILS
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Essaouira Extension 

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Please note: Final hotel and flight details will be confirmed on your e-ticket and final documentation which will be sent to you approximately 10 days before departure.

If you have not yet booked this fabulous extension, there is still time to do so. Please contact 0843 224 0723

This document aims to give you all the information which you will 
require during your extension to Essaouira.

Hotel Information
Essaouira (3 nights)
Your stay in Agadir will take place at the following hotels;
3H Riad Al Madina Essaouira on a Half Board basis
Hotel address: : 9 Rue Attarine, 
Essaouira 44000, 
Morocco 
Contact number: 00212 5244-75907 

OR
 
5H Atlas Essaouira and Spa on a Bed and Breakfast basis
Hotel address: : Avenue Mohammed V, 
Essaouira 44000, 
Morocco 
Contact number: 00212 5244-79999

Any alternative hotels or board basis, plus duration will have been 
confirmed at booking. Please speak to our reservations department if you 
are unsure.

Final confirmation of your hotel will be sent in a document 
approximately two weeks before you travel.

Tour guides
Your stay in Essaouira is not escorted by a tour guide. Your time here will 
be free to do as you wish. Details of your departure transfer to your beach 
stay will be confirmed by your guide at the end of your tour.

Personal Expenses
You will need to take money with you to cover any personal purchases such 
as souvenirs, laundry and any additional meals, snacks or drinks you may 
wish to have.

Please note
This extension stay in Morocco will take place at the end of your main 
tour.

Your Tour Dossier


